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HUMAN EFFECTSON THE BIOSPHERE

rreplaceable Environmental/Ecosystem Services

1. Maintenance of hydrologicd cycle

2. Vegetation modifies dimate

3. Absorption of pollutants

4. Transformation of toxic chemicas

5. Eroson and flood control

6. Credtion of soil

7. Pest control

8. Insect pollination

9. Maintenance of oxygen and nitrogen cycles

10. Carbon storage and maintenance of carbon cycle

11. Decompostion

12. Biologicd diversity

B. Higtory of Human Impact on the Environment

Example: Tigris and Euphrates valleys (Fertile Crescent)

C. How WeAlter Ecosystems

1. Agriculture amplifies ecosystems

2

3

4

5

. Require energy subsidies
. Human-managed ecosystems. stopping successon
. Effects of increased agricultura production
. Increase of pollution
a) new pollutants

b) increased quantities of natura pollutants



