Lecture 13

1.
Describe two socioecological situations; one that would favor stereotypic signals and one that would favor a hierarchical signal chain with syntax.

2.
Which recognition problem is expected to require the most information: recognize an offspring in a group or recognize all members of a group?  Why?

3. 
What is meant by the term "parameter mapping"?  Give an example that illustrates this concept.

4.
Imagine that you were trying to determine if a group-roosting animal communicates information about food location.  This animal sometimes produces sounds near the roost and in transit to the feeding site.  How would you decide if those sounds provide any information about food?

5.
Explain the principle of antithesis.  Who first proposed this idea?

6.
Classical ethologists believed that signals evolved from precursor actions produced by senders.  Describe an alternative possibility and give an example consistent with your idea.

7.
To what does the term "motivational conflict" refer?  Are behaviors in this category likely to be weakly or strongly ritualized?

8.
Summarize the basic notion of motivation-structure rules for vocalizations.  Who proposed this idea?

9.
Are insects that use dietary compounds as signals most likely to feed on many species of plant or a single species of plant?  Why?

10.
Explain how sensory drive differs from sensory exploitation.

11.
What is a feature detector?  Why is lateral inhibition assumed to be necessary to produce them?

