Lecture 17 (Chapter 22)

1. Explain the "ownership convention" and two alternative hypotheses to explain why owners usually win contests.

2. How might the costs and benefits of engaging in contests differ between territory owners, neighbors, and floaters?

3. What features of territorial signals allow territory owners to discriminate between neighbors and floaters?  Why is it important to do so? Describe an experiment that would show whether territory owners make such discriminations.

4. What are 'dear enemies' and what behavioral evidence indicates that they exist?

5. Why might some songbirds have multiple songtypes in their repertoires?  Describe three hypotheses.

6. How is song type matching used in contests between territorial songbirds?

7. If you were played a vocalization by an animal, such as a monkey, what features would indicate if that vocalization might function as a territorial defense signal?

